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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

North Adams City Council General Government Committee meeting 

 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Wednesday October 20, 2021 
 

 

The North Adams City Council General Government Committee held a meeting on Wednesday October 20, 

2021 at 5:30 pm via Zoom. 

 
 

Chair read statement for virtual meetings 

Call to Order and Roll Call at 5:30 Councilors Blackmer, Sweeney, and Wilkinson present. 

Approved the minutes of the May 5, 2021, July 20, 2021, August 19, 2021, and August 24, 2021. Motion by 

Councilor Wilkinson seconded by Councilor Sweeney, all VOTED in favor. 

1. Council Paper 11,859 Amending Ordinance Language Sec. 21-12 Snow and ice removal from 

sidewalks 

Chair Blackmer acknowledged work done by Community Development and Public Safety Committee and that 

this has been kicking around for over a year. Let’s move forward with the language we can all agree on. 

Councilor Lamb spoke about wanting to be an ADA compliant city. People need to be able to use the sidewalks. 

There were concerns with parking on sidewalks and obstruction of sidewalk including trash cans and debris. At 

this time we are not looking to pursue support systems for the elderly and other who need help meet the 

ordinance. As the ordinance is written, the city itself cannot meet the timeline so we should be adopting these 

changes in time for the winter season. 

Councilor Blackmer stated Doesn’t like idea of parking on sidewalk, letting folk park on the sidewalk because 

they don’t have off street parking defeats the purpose of providing access to the sidewalks. Lamb said we need to 

come up with a system at a later point, maybe something like one side of street in other communities. He 

acknowledged that was an issue. At this point we have several ordinances and we need to fix the parts we can. 

Councilor Sweeney feels comfortable with snow and ice and sidewalk obstruction. 

Councilor Wilkinson all for it, but concerned about enforcement 

There was a discussion of kids walking in road to middle school (Now Colegrove), plowed snowbanks on the 

sidewalk and with all the corners and hills you can’t legally park. There is no way to safely go around a car on the 

street. Trash pick-up problem with people putting bins out the night before and then pick up when they get home, 

(or not) and property access to get trash cans. Also, the trash being out attracts rodents which is a growing 

problem in the city. Dealing with he trash cans can help address that. 
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Sweeney mentioned that she had to help pull a scooter out of muddy part because they  tried to go around the 

trash bins on sidewalk. It would be helpful if we limited the time so that folks can travel around the city and we 

are ADA compliant. 

Councilor Lamb explained that the fine structure being addressed through current work and there is a standard 

appeal process. We may not have to put in should be standard language.  

Blackmer asked if the committee were ready to add these sections and bring back and review at next General 

Government meeting and then bring to Council. Set meeting at Wednesday 6:30 to finalize that and add to other 

items.  

It was decided to leave the sidewalk parking of this revision. It will take a long time to resolve accountability and 

enforcement. We will move forward with snow removal and sidewalk obstruction. 

At some point we can work to have non-profits or community organizations provide support to those in need. 

Meeting Wednesday October 27, 2021 at 6:30 we will cover the final review, the short term rentals, and creating 

the IDEA ordinance. 

Councilor Wilkinson motioned to adjourn 6:01 and Councilor Sweeney seconded. All voted in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Councilor Lisa Blackmer 

General Government Committee Chairperson 
 

 


